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Lynx Images Inc., Don Sucha, and Canadian Encyclopedia, Canadian Parliamentary Review – William Galbraith 
(former Information Officer)  for this research. 
 
Members of the royal family have been frequent visitors to Canada, beginning as early as 1786 when Prince 
William (the future King William IV) came to the country as part of a naval contingent serving in North America and 
the West Indies. Queen Victoria's father, Edward, Duke of Kent, had long stays in Canada between 1791 and 1800, 
on military duties or as commander of British North American troops. Albert Edward, Prince of Wales (later King 
Edward VII), conducted the first official royal visit to what is now Canada in 1860. During a 2-month tour of 
Newfoundland, the Maritimes and the then province of Canada (later Ontario and Québec), highlighted by the 
opening of the Victoria Bridge between the Island of Montréal and the south shore of the St Lawrence River, and 
the laying of the cornerstone for the Parliament Building in Ottawa, the prince was honoured as a visible symbol of 
monarchy and empire. The next major royal tour was that of the Duke and Duchess of Cornwall and York (later 
King George V and Queen Mary) in 1901. This was the first transcontinental tour, and demonstrated the "steel of 
empire" significance of the CPR. The popular Edward, Prince of Wales (later King Edward VIII), made official tours 
of Canada in 1919 and 1927 in addition to private visits to his Alberta ranch.  
 
The Canadian Prime Minister, W.L. Mackenzie King, had visited Hitler in mid-decade and for a time felt that 
Germany would cause no trouble. Spain, Munich, Czechoslovakia, brought home to him and the Cabinet the belief 
that there would be a war in Europe and that Canada was in danger of being involved. Would Canada react to the 
challenge? There was a need to feel the pulse of the nation. Perhaps a suggested royal visit would give an answer. 
In 1939, King George VI and Queen Elizabeth 
were invited to tour Canada. Edward VIII 
had abdicated in 1936 in order to be free to 
marry Wallis Simpson, a divorced American 
woman. Would the next in line, George 
VI, be able to stir the enthusiasm of the 
Canadian people? It was apparent very 
early that Canada would be delighted to 
be host to the King and Queen.  
The royal visit was a wonderful story book 
happening to most people. The royal 
couple travelled by train, their own train: 
"The Royal Scot" shipped to Canada 
fitted to run on Canadian lines. They stopped for brief visits at divisional points and did a walk about to speak to 
veterans, seniors and school children. This was to set new and interesting guidelines for later royal tours. The royal 
visit in 1951 was planned that the royal Princess might see and be met by as many people as possible.  

The title "King of Canada" reflected Canada's sovereign status within the British Empire which derived from the 
Imperial Conference of 1926 and the 1931 Statute of Westminster. Therefore, the King would not act for Canada as 
King of the "mother country", Great Britain, but as King of Canada. Tweedsmuir's desire was to put the Statute of 
Westminster into practice, and that meant Canadians should "see their King performing royal functions, supported 
by his Canadian ministers". It meant having the King, and Queen, in Canada to perform those functions; the images 
on the coins and postage stamps resolving themselves into a real King and Queen. 

In May and June 1939 King George VI and Queen Elizabeth made the first visit of a reigning monarch to Canada. 
The extensive tour was planned to solidify Canadian support for Britain on the eve of WWII. The Princess Elizabeth, 
accompanied by the Duke of Edinburgh, made her first royal visit to Canada in 1951. 



In May of 1939, on the eve of the conflict, King George VI and Queen Elizabeth embarked on an unprecedented 
visit to North America. This visit helped solidify Canadian and American support for Britain. The Royal Tour ended 
in June: by September, the world was at war. 

To commemorate the visit, the Royal Canadian Mint struck three series of commemorative medallions: 77 mm 
presentation medals in gold, silver and tombac, 38 mm bronze and silver medallions for sale to the public, and a 25 
mm bronze medallion which was distributed to Canadian school children. The Obverse featuring the conjoined 
profiles of George VI and Elizabeth was designed by Percy Metcalf and was also used on the 1937 British 
Coronation Medal. The reverse, designed by Emanuel Hahn, shows a map of Canada and the route followed by the 
royal couple during their visit (see detail below). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

These bronze medallions are very common: hundreds of examples of the small bronze variety can easily be found 
in coin dealer junk boxes for $1-$5. Rarity, however, is not always an indicator of historic value and these 
medallions remain an important part of Canadian history. 

Produced in 1939 to commemorate the Royal Visit to Canada, this lovely 8" x 
8" plate is one of a kind and in very good vintage condition.>>>>>>>>>>>> 
 
There were special stamps, stationary, coins, books, spoons, post-cards and 
medallions. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 I was fortunate enough recently to purchase through Colonial Acres Coins a .925 silver 1939 Regina, 
Saskatchewan, Medallion commemorating the Royal Visit. The obverse has the bust of King and Queen and the 
reverse is the map of Canada. The Map of Canada has a line on it, showing the railway route that the Royal Family 
took on their visit. "A MARI VSQVE AD MARE" is Canada's motto, Latin for "from sea to sea". "REGEM ET REGINAM 
CANADA SALVTAT" is also Latin, and translates as "Canada salutes her King and Queen" 
 
The medallions were issued in gold, silver, and bronze. Of the bronze pieces, there is both a large size version (was 
sold at post offices for 10c), and also a small version (1 inch diameter), which were given to all schoolchildren. As a 
result of this, the small bronze version is very common, and often found in coin collections, or just among 
keepsakes of the elderly.  Here are pictures in bronze, as I could not find any pictures of the silver one I bought. 
The current dealer store / show price for the silver is $25.00 and I negotiated my price down to $18. It’s actually 
quite beautiful and in amazing condition.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
On the tour, Queen Elizabeth played the role of the new and accessible queen, essential in her quest to remake the 
institution of the monarchy by humanizing it. It worked. The camera loved her smile and demeanour, and millions 
of Canadian lined the streets across the nation to catch a glimpse of history in the making.  
 
Even though the country was still in the throes of the Depression, town and cities all over Canada decorated their 
buildings, issued souvenirs and wrote speeches to mark the occasion. Thousands of people, from miles away, came 
to see the couple as the royal train passed through their region. The timing of the tour was no accident. War was 
becoming imminent in Europe and the visit served as a gentle reminder to English-speaking Canadians of their ties 
to the motherland and imperial duty. The trip took 44 days and was conducted almost exclusively by train: on the 
CPR heading west and on the CNR returning east. See the mapped route below. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
I thought members of the Waterloo Coin Society would enjoy 
seeing young boys placing coins on the track for the Royal Train 
to pass over, Kitchener, Ontario, in May 
1939.>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 

 
<<<<<<Also I thought it interesting 
that Ontario schools declared a 
special day. 
 
All across the prairies, the story 
was the same. "The turn out was 
splendid in Regina," King wrote. 
(Diary, May 25, 1939) In Calgary, 
"The day turned out bright; the cheering was good.... The Indian Chiefs were, ... in 
their full costume, very colourful." (Diary, May 26, 1939) 
 
The conical teepees, decorated horses and tom-tom drumbeats can mean only one 
thing: King George VI and Queen Elizabeth are on their way to an Indian village. At 
Calgary, local tribes – Blood, Piegans, Blackfoot, Stoney and Sarcees – have set up 



camp along the royal route. This CBC clip captures the tom-toms as the royal couple stops to admire the spectacle 
and greet the chiefs, who honour the King with the name "Chief Sitting Albino."  
 
In Banff, the King and Queen took delight in the spectacular scenery. When they posed for pictures with the 
mountains in the background, Mackenzie King was included in the photos. (Diary, May 27, 1939) Mackenzie King 
felt occasional unease about his participation, but he rationalized this as an assertion of the importance of Canada. 
"I ... told [the Queen] that I felt somewhat embarrassed about taking in the entire 
trip with Their Majesties; that it looked like pushing myself to the fore, yet I felt 
that unless some evidence of Dominion precedence existed, one of the main 
purposes of the trip would be gone. The Queen then said: The King and I felt right 
along that you should come with us." (Diary, May 27, 1939) 
 
 
King George VI shows bandaged fingers after catching his hand in a train door the 
night before, Regina, Saskatchewan>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 

 
Reginans and thousands of people from nearby 
towns and farms applauded Their Majesties at 
every opportunity. Crowds lined the streets to 
watch their King and Queen visit the Legislature, the City Hall, the R.C.M.P. 
depot and other public functions. Wars abroad and problems at home were 
put aside that the royals might be shown the love and patriotism of their 
people.  
 
<<<The visit of the King and Queen in 1939 laid to rest any doubts left from the 
abdication of King Edward VIII in 1936 and his marriage to Mrs Simpson. 
Reginans remembered him as the attractive young prince who had visited 
Canada in 1919 and 1927. But the courage and sense of duty evinced by the 
younger brother as King George VI were applauded. War came later in 1939 
and the determination of the royals to remain in London during the blitz and 
the V bombs quite dispersed any doubts as to the temper of the monarchy. 
That admiration and loyalty were quite evident in 1941 when H.R.H. Princess 

Alice and the Earl of Athlone visited Regina in April and again in August and yet again in 1944.  
 
 

In British Columbia, Mackenzie King was very enthusiastic. "The day in Vancouver was 
one of the finest of the entire tour," he wrote. (Diary, May 29, 1939) Of Victoria, he 
wrote: "Without question, Victoria has left the most pleasing of all impressions. It was a 
crowning gem...." (Diary, May 30, 1939) 
 
The tour then proceeded eastward, back across Canada. In Jasper, King recorded the 
royal couple "walked a good deal on the mountain sides." (Diary, June 1, 1939) In 
Edmonton, there was a great reception, with "Cheering all the way," King wrote. (Diary, 
June 2, 1939) In Saskatoon, "There were great crowds on the drive through the 
streets...." (Diary, June 3, 1939) In Sudbury, "the Queen met a soldier named Bennett 
who had been with her brother at the time he was killed in the war." (Diary, June 5, 
1939) 
 
 

Despite the wonderful spring visit to Canada, later in the year Canadians would hear a special CBC radio-broadcast:  
 



Christmas is a time of light and celebration. But darkness is all around on Dec. 25, 1939, as citizens of the British 
Empire face another world war. Amid the gloom, King George VI resurrects a tradition his father launched: an 
annual Christmas message to all inhabitants of the Empire. In this excerpt from his speech, broadcast in Canada by 
the CBC, the King says the Empire shall remain undaunted in the face of war.  
 
The speech would go on to be famous. King George VI, not usually a compelling speaker, inspires and reassures his 
people by quoting a poem: "I said to the man who stood at the Gate of the Year, 'Give me a light that I may tread 
safely into the unknown.' And he replied, 'Go out into the darkness, and put your hand into the Hand of God. That 
shall be better than light, and safer than a known way.'"  
 
There was also the 1939 Canadian .800 silver and .200 copper 
Commemorative Dollar 23.33 gms, 36.00  mm with reeded edge. >>>>> 
The obverse (designer and engraver: TH Paget) is uncrowned George VI. 
Canada’s second commemorative coin was created when the reverse of 
the 1939 silver dollar was used to mark the Royal Visit. The reverse 
(designer and engraver: Emanual Hahn) design consists of the Centre 
Block of the Parliament Buildings in Ottawa and the Latin phrase “FIDE 
SVORVM REGNAT” meaning “He reigns by the faith of his people”. This 
was available through the Bank of Canada (issue 994,316) and the Post 
Office (issue 369,500) for a total mintage of 1,363,816.  MS 64 would go 
for around $125-$145, and AU-50 for about $25, UNC+ about $200, and 
fine or better about $12.25.  There was also a Commemorative set as 
Charlton catalogue no. 11 in a case #11. The case has inscription covered 
by oval blue patch impressed in gold lettering: “Royal Visit / King George 
VI & Queen Elizabeth / Commemorative / Medals & Dollar / 1939”. The 
price for the empty case is $1,500+!!! 
 
 
 
 


