
 

Foreign By The Pound submitted by Judy Blackman 

 

Boredom set in one day, so I decided to investigate buying bags or buckets of foreign coins by the pound. I 

knew full well the dealers would have already removed any silver and gold coins, and might have briefly 

scanned the lot for any rare or unusual coins, but nevertheless, it was an experiment I wanted to conduct. 

So I bought 3 one pound bags at $9.99 per bag. There seemed to be hundreds of coins and it took me 

literally hours to sort through for ones that I thought I might like to keep. The rest I simply donated. Then 

it took many more hours to identify the ones that I did keep. So here’s what I held on to, and they are all in 

pretty good condition and some are even proof-like.  

 

 1919 Great Britain 1 Penny (bronze) KP World Coin catalogue ref 

KM810 

 1924A Weimar Republic Germany 5 Reich pfennig (aluminum 

bronze)(at least extra fine which is $3 U.S. and if unc is $20 U.S.) ref 

KM39 I already have a 1924J and perhaps one day I will have the whole 

series (found one selling on e-Bay for $54 U.S.)>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 

 1939 Belgium 1 Franc (Nickel) ref KM119 

 1944 Great Britain 3 Pence (nickel-brass) ref KM849 

 1947 Great Britain 1 Shilling (copper-nickel) ref KM863 

 1949J Germany-Federal Republic 50 Pfennig (copper-nickel) ref KM104 

 1950 Great Britain 1 Shilling (copper-nickel) ref KM876 

 1951 Russia-CCCP 20 Kopeks (copper-nickel) ref KM118 

 1952 Belgium 1 Franc (copper-nickel) ref KM142.1 

 2x 1953 Federal People’s Republic Yugoslavia 50 Para (proof-like) (aluminum) ref KM29 (selling on e-Bay 

at start of $2.50 U.S.) 

 1953 Federal People’s Republic Yugoslavia 1 Dinar (aluminum) ref KM30 

 1955TS Sweden Reform Coinage 1 Ore (bronze) ref KM820 

 1955 Yugoslavia 10 Dinara (aluminum-bronze) ref KM33 

 1956 Great Britain 1 Shilling (copper-nickel) ref KM904 

 1956 East Caribbean States-British Territories 10 Cents (copper-

nickel) ref KM5 

 1957 Spain 5 Pesetas (ptas) (copper-nickel) ref KM786 (selling 

on e-Bay at start of U.S. 50 cents)>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 

 1957 Great Britain 1 Shilling (copper-nickel) ref KM904 

 1957 Great Britain 6 Pence (copper-nickel) ref KM903 

 1957 Great Britain 2 Shilling (Florin) (copper-

nickel) ref KM906 

 1959 Guernsey 3 Pence (copper-nickel) ref KM18 

(turns out these Baliwick coins can actually be 

somewhat rare and this one is currently selling on 

e-Bay at start of $3.50 U.S.)>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 

 1960 Great Britain 1 Shilling (copper-nickel) ref 

KM904 

 1960 France Reform Coinage 1 Franc (nickel) ref 

KM925.1 

 1961 France Reform Coinage 1 Frank (nickel) ref KM925.1 

 1961 Russia (CCCP) 15 Kopeks (copper-nickel) ref Y131 

 1962 Socialist Republic Czechoslovakia 10 Haleru (aluminum) ref KM49.1 (O 

Rampant lion left with two tails intertwined, shield with flames on chest, star above, 

CESKOSLOVENSKA SOCIALISTICKA REPUBLIKA date, R Value within wreath, star 

above, R 10).>>>>>>>> 



 1962 Socialist Republic Czechoslovakia 1 Haler (aluminum) ref KM51 

 1962 Great Britain 1 Shilling (copper-nickel) ref KM904 

 1962 People’s Republic Bulgaria 1 Stotinka (brass) ref KM59 

 1963 Socialist Federal Republic Yugoslavia 1 Dinar (aluminum) ref KM36 

 1963 Great Britain 1 Shilling (copper-nickel) ref KM904 

 1964B Switzerland 10 Rappen (copper-nickel) ref KM27 

 1964 Netherlands 25 Cents (proof-like) (nickel) ref KM183 

 1964 Great Britain Half Crown (copper-nickel) ref KM907 

 1964 Great Britain 1 Shilling (copper-nickel) ref KM904 

 2x 1965 East Caribbean States-British Territories 10 Cents (copper-nickel) ref KM5 

 1965 France Reform Coinage 10 Centimes (aluminum-bronze) ref KM929 

 East Caribbean States-British Territories 5 Cents (nickel-brass) ref KM4 

 1966 Austria Post WWII 2 Groschen (extra-fine) (aluminum) ref KM2876 

 1966 Trinidad & Tobago 25 Cents (copper-nickel) ref KM4 

 1966 Trinidad & Tobago 10 Cents (copper-nickel) ref KM3 

 1967 Austria Post WWII 10 Groschen (aluminum) ref KM2878 

 1967 Guyana 10 Cents (copper-nickel) ref KM33 

 1968 Great Britain 10 New Pence (copper-nickel) ref KM912 

 1969 Jamaica 5 Cents (copper-nickel) ref KM46 

 1969MO Mexico U.S.A. Cinco Centavos (brass) ref KM426  

 1969 Great Britain 10 New Pence (copper-nickel) ref KM912 

 1969 Bahamas 10 Cents (copper-nickel) ref KM4 

 2x 1969 Bahamas 5 Cents (copper-nickel) ref KM3 

 2x 1969 Bahamas 1 Cent (nickel-brass) ref KM2 

 1969 Netherlands 1 Gulden (nickel) ref KM184a 

 1972H Hong Kong 5 Cents (nickel-brass) ref KM29.3 (while under Great Britain) (selling on-line for 2 

British pounds) 

 1974 South Korea 100 Won (copper-nickel) ref KM9 1980 Republic of Portuguesa (Portugal) 2$50 (which 

is 2-1/2 Escudos) (copper-nickel) ref KM590 

 2000 Jamaica 10 Dollars (extra fine) (steel) National Hero George William Gordon, ref KM165 (in 1999 10 

dollar coins replaced banknotes, and in 2000 20 dollar coins replaced banknotes) (l>r is $10, then $20) 

 
(how many tourists don’t realize they are getting $10 and $20 coins in their change and then tossing these 

foreign coins when they get home?) 

 

So you can see I salvaged 58 coins out of the hundreds from the 3 one pound bags. I do believe I can fully 

recover my financial investment and lively more. However, would I do this experiment again? Not likely, 

as the time investment especially the research is probably too much given the minimal financial return on 

investment. It was a good history and geography lesson though given the wide range of time periods and 

countries that were involved. It’s very difficult to translate the Chinese, Israel, and Arabic coins, and 

usually I simply give up on them all together. It would be a super exercise for the schools to conduct 

though! 

 

 


